~ The Giving Nation Challenge ~
The Big Picture:

The Giving Nation Challenge consists of five lessons (c.f. how to get started below) which demonstrate how charities or social enterprises function. At the same time, students learn in a practical way how to:

— choose an appropriate issue to campaign on

— organise a campaigning activity

— deal with the issues their campaign raises

— evaluate the effectiveness of their campaign

Aims

To increase students’ awareness and understanding of Third Sector/voluntary

organisations and the role they play in society.

To enable students to simulate running a charity or social enterprise.

Giving Nation Challenge Summary:
1. The school designates, following an in-school selection process, a number of classes (it could be a Learning Community exercise) that are each set the Challenge. They work simultaneously over a set period of time.

2. The co-ordinating panel (CVa plus...) leads in setting the criteria for the Challenge: Who will classes help, and how? What will constitute ‘success’? 

3. In each Tutor Group, the students choose an issue they care about and together develop a potential campaign/business plan – designed to help the cause.  The best plans will be adopted by the Learning Community.
4. In each class, the students reach a consensus about what they will do, during Tutor sessions that will also deliver curricular content. Near the end, a smaller group may work out of Tutor time to plan a presentation that will be given in an assembly.

5. Each successful adopted class/Learning Community charity project will be provided with £50 to resource its efforts.  If an L.C. exercise, we will need an organising committee to be elected.

6. The rest of the Learning Community/School will be the audience and potential supporters for all the activities.

7. As each winning L.C. and/or T.G. winning team tackles its chosen issue, it simulates the activity of either a charity or a social enterprise (differentiated as follows: Charities get most of their funds through donations towards their charitable purposes, whereas social enterprise companies engage in trading and use their profit in order to address a social issue).

8. Each class will be competing for the support of the rest of the L.C./School, just as charities have to compete with each other for the support of the general public.

9. One of the Teams will be declared the winner, on the basis of how well it has met the criteria for success. It could be given a prize, decided by our school.

How do get started:
There are five lesson plans that will be a good starting point for our Tutor Time activities.  The lesson plans can be found at the following web-site ~ please check them out, it’ll save paper!

http://www.g-nation.co.uk/challenge/lessonplans/
These lesson plans are designed for sessions longer than our 15 mins. Tutor time, so could last until half term.

Having done the research...
Each class in our Learning Community will then present their work (through special assemblies) and the successful class/es will lead the rest of the Community in our then joint charity fund raising activities for the chosen charity/charities.  It may be appropriate to support both a local and international charity simultaneously.  The other Learning Communities may well entertain the scheme as well.  Once a T.G. has been chosen to represent the L.C. and shares the challenge of raising funds, we shall apply for the £50 from the Citizenship Foundation and then begin the online recording of activities/fund raising.  The committee that leads our work may include students from various Tutor Groups within the L.C.
Recording our Progress:

The winning teams will record their progress online, through The Giving Nation Challenge website.

Success Criteria:
Please refer to 

http://www.g-nation.co.uk/challenge/docs/lessonplans/Teachers%20Notes%20Booklet1.pdf
You’ll need to show page 6 on the interactive whiteboard.
HAVE FUN!

